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• The Primary Care Initiative (PCI):
• Started 2008, open to all medical students
• Goal: to increase the number of KSOM students entering primary care
• How: Multiple community and primary care experiences and faculty 

mentoring 

• Primary Care Program:
• Started in 2011, 4-year track,  grown to 24 students per year
• Goal: focused longitudinal primary care support
• How: Provides primary care clinical, research, leadership, service, 

policy and educational opportunities

Primary Care Training

http://primarycare.usc.edu



• Early, longitudinal primary care clinical experiences 

• Required community activities:
• Nutrition, exercise, geriatrics,                          interprofessional 

care

• Focus on vulnerable populations: 
• Homeless, needle exchange, tattoo                             removal, 

acupuncture

• Primary care conference attendance/presentation:
• School-sponsored travel grants

Community based experiences foster 
research opportunities



• Contact with patients
• Development of own research question

with input from faculty (Clinical and PhD)
• Leverage students’ background and experiences 
• Connect with passion to make an impact
• Build on existing clinical initiatives
     and community partnerships

Convincing students to do
research in Family Medicine



• Pair FM PhD and clinical faculty (+ student)

• Support conference attendance and presentations

• Host on-going research support meetings

• Highlight research accomplishments 
• Publications, dept. meetings/newsletter, media

• Training in research methods to increase confidence and 
skills

How to help faculty help students



• Co-led by PhD and clinical faculty members

• Four, 1-hour sessions

• Pertinent topics for clinical research and 
inclusion of student trainees:
• Developing a research questions
• Institutional Review Board (IRB)
• Study design 
• Serving as a preceptor 
• Dissemination

Research Seminar for Clinical Faculty



Primary Care Program Research Projects
• Social determinants of health
• Health Ed teaching
• Community-based partners

PC-based projects among all 

KSOM students: 

9%-21%



Accomplishments

Settings:
• Jails
• Schools
• Community-based organizations
• Community-based clinics
• County clinic
• Gang-prevention program
• LAC-USC Wellness program

Topics:
• Medication adherence
• Advance care planning
• Racial/ethnic variation 
• Student sleep behavior
• Documentation of elder abuse
• Tattoo removal
• …

*Conference presentations

*Peer-reviewed journal articles



Students selecting Family Medicine
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• Create infrastructure to support connections 
between clinical and research faculty

• Create culture of team based research that 
reflects values of Family Medicine

• Embrace passion for social justice and connect 
to research opportunities 

A Call to Action



https://keck.usc.edu/family-medicine/
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