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The Center for the History of Family Medicine (CHFM) is the principal resource center for the collection, conservation, study, exhibition, and dissemination of materials relating to the evolving history of the specialty of Family Medicine in the U.S. Established in 1992, CHFM collects, organizes, preserves, and provides access to the records of the leading family medicine organizations including the ADFM. The Center houses an archive, a collection of rare books, and a large oral history and audio-visual collection in a professionally staffed, climate-controlled archive.   
The archivist is available to help with research inquiries, and our catalog is available online. CHFM is a closed stack facility but are delighted to schedule appointments for those wishing to visit the archive. An increasing number of resources have been digitized and can be accessed through our catalog.  The center encourages the various family medicine organizations to continue to send their archival materials- board minutes, journals, conference materials, correspondence, etc.   
There is a large collection of oral histories available online.   Any board members wishing to conduct an oral history are encouraged to contact the archivist at the Center.  The Center would especially appreciate oral histories from the various family medicine organizations like ADFM.  Most of the collection centers around the AAFP.   
Throughout 2025 CHFM handled more than 1,500 engagements. Staff engagement with users of the Center (both internal and external), included handling reference requests, giving tours and presentations, and handling loans, exhibitions, anniversaries, meetings, and conferences. These numbers also include users of the online catalog and our online oral history collections. CHFM exhibited during the 2025 AAFP FUTURE conference, AAFP Leadership Conference, FMX, and the STFM Conference on Practice and Quality Improvement. 

CHFM also administers three grant programs:
CHFM Sandy L. Panther Fellowship Program 
The 2025 Sandy L. Panther Fellowship was awarded in May to Frank W. Stahnisch, MD, MSc, PhD, FRCPSC, a family physician in Calgary, Canada. This annual fellowship supports original research that uses CHFM’s collections to deepen understanding and appreciation of the specialty’s history. Dr. Stahnisch’s project, “Holism and Integration: Healing, Wellness, and Family Medicine Resources, 1870-2020” records how family medicine has emphasized well-being, not just disorders and disease. He explores the last 150 years of family medicine and different perspectives of health and wellness during that time. The 2026 application period will open January 15 and close March 31.  Sandra L. Panther Fellowship 

Richard D. Feldman, MD Student and Resident Essay Contest 
The Student and Resident Essay Contest focuses on scholarly essays on topics relating to the history of Family Medicine in the United States. The 2025 first-place winner with a $2,000 prize went to Saverio (Sam) Feudo, a medical student at the Thomas F. Frist, Jr. College of Medicine at Belmont University who holds a master’s degree in international health policy from the London School of Economics. Feudo’s essay is titled, “Activist Roots: How the Care of Political Refugees Forged the Identity of Family Medicine.”  The second-place winner with a $1,000 prize went to Mishaal Gardezi, a third-year medical student at Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee. Gardezi earned her M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Kansas City University in 2021. Her essay is titled, “Healing Communities Beyond the Bedside: Family Medicine’s Foundation in Advocacy.”  The essays are available in the Center’s online catalog.  Applications for the 2026 contest will open August 15 and close November 1. Richard D. Feldman, M.D. Student and Resident Essay Contest 
 
CHFM Oral History Grant Award Program 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This year, the third annual Oral History Grant was awarded to Benjamin Popokh, a fourth-year medical student at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School.  Popokh’s project, “Exploring the Family in Family Medicine” explores the impact family doctors have within their own family- with their spouses, children, and parents.  The Oral History Grant awards up to $3000 to one or multiple projects that expand the CHFM oral history collection on family medicine by supporting serious research using oral history as the primary source. The 2026 application period will open July 1 and close September 15. CHFM Oral History Grant 
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